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LET’S  GET  ACQUAINTED 


R.  S.  Yeoman 


For  many  years  we  have  had  a  persistent  thought  and  it  is  a  very  simple 
one.  It  goes  something  like  this: 

If  we  could  tell  our  jobber  and  dealer  friends  what  makes  us  tick,  what’s 
new  in  reference  books,  coin  holders  and  accessories,  and  why  we  do 
things  the  way  we  do,  we  would  probably  eliminate  many  problems  and 
uncertainties,  and  become  better  acquainted. 

This  little  paper  is  our  humble  attempt  to  tell  our  story,  to  report  your 
ideas  and  to  pass  on  any  thoughts  or  information  that  cither  of  us  may 
have  that  would  make  the  merchandising  of  WHITMAN  Coin  items  a 
sound  and  increasingly  profitable  enterprise. 

WHITMAN  has  been  publishing  for  the  world  market  for  over  forty 
years.  The  Coin  Supply  Division  made  its  first  coin  board  in  1934 
— just  two  years  after  we  started  to  “help  out”  around  the  office.  In 
the  intervening  years  the  coin  boards  evolved  into  coin  folders  (1940). 
The  HANDBOOK,  better  known  as  the  “Blue  Book,”  came  along  in 
1941.  The  GUIDE  BOOK,  which  nearly  everyone  calls  the  “Red  Book,” 
was  first  published  in  1946.  Many  other  items  have  joined  the  family 
since  then,  but  those  mentioned  arc  still  the  headliners  and  represent  over 
60  per  cent  of  our  coin  supply  business. 

That’s  all  wc  arc  going  to  say  about  Company  his  tor)-  now. 

If  you  like  this  paper  and  would  like  to  sec  it  every  couple  of  months, 
drop  us  a  line  and  tell  how  you  would  like  to  have  us  improve  it.  We 
would  like  to  have  you  ask  about  things  which  wc  can  explain  in  these 
columns  or  tell  us  about  some  idea  you  have  which  wc  can  pass  on  to 
others.  It  will  in  large  measure  belong  to  the  dealers  and  jobbers  and, 
in  a  manner  of  speaking,  it  will  be  just  about  what  you  dealers  make  it. 

Well,  there  it  is. 

The  future  of  this  trade  relations  effort  on  our  part  will  depend  on  our 
ability  to  retain  your  interest.  Your  response  will  tell  us  if  we  arc  succeed¬ 
ing.  Please  help  us  keep  the  “merchandiser”  rolling. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice  President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


PLASTICLAD 

SALES 

PROMOTION 


While  spending  a  pleasant  afternoon 
in  Chicago  last  month,  I  stopped  to 
visit  a  few  minutes  with  Ben  Dreiske  in 
his  coin  shop  on  North  Clark  Street. 
Ben’s  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  is  well 
known  to  most  coin  collectors  and 
dealers  as  one  of  the  ‘old  time’  coin 
stores  in  Chicago’s  famous  Loop. 

As  I  stood  in  the  front  of  the  store 
waiting  for  Ben  to  finish  helping  a 
customer,  I  couldn’t  help  noticing  his 
display  of  Whitman  PlastiClad  Coin 
Holders.  They  were  neatly  arranged  in 
a  prominent  place  on  the  main  display 
counter  of  the  store.  Ben  had  selected 
all  of  die  popular  card  inserts  and 
placed  them  in  the  plastic  holders ;  then 
covered  the  entire  unit  with  its  Poly¬ 
ethylene  Pouch.  The  assembled  unit  is 
quite  an  attractive  eye-catcher  and  al¬ 
most  instinctively  I  found  myself  sorting 
through  the  supply  of  holders  to  sec 
how  many  different  kinds  he  had  to 
offer  and  thinking  to  myself  how  I 
could  pep  up  the  looks  of  some  of  my 
coins  if  I  put  them  in  these  holders. 

When  Ben  was  free,  he  came  over  and 
said  that  perhaps  he  should  apologize 
for  the  way  that  the  holders  were  dis¬ 
played — merely  standing  exposed  in  an 
old  cut  down  cardboard  carton  that  had 
been  covered  with  green  wrapping  pa¬ 
per.  He  added,  however,  that  the  hold¬ 
ers  had  been  selling  so  fast  that  he  had 
not  had  time  to  make  up  a  more  at¬ 
tractive  display  and,  in  fact,  these  hold¬ 
ers  were  just  about  all  that  lie  had  left. 

Ben  went  on  to  tell  how  he  had  sold 
some  480  PlastiClad  holders  in  this 
manner  during  the  past  two  months;  an 
average  of  sixty  a  week.  He  said  that 
this  represented  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  amount  of  interest  that  had  been 
shown  in  these  holders  during  the  past 
year  and  he  firmly  believed  that  it  was 
his  ‘special’  counter  display  that  was 
responsible  for  these  increased  sales. 

“Self  service — that  is  the  big  thing,” 
he  said.  “Let  the  customer  look  through 


an  assortment  of  these  attractive  holders 
and  he  will  sell  himself  on  them.”  I  had 
to  admit  that  I  had  found  myself  quite 
unconsciously  doing  that  very  thing. 

Ben,  of  course,  had  added  one  extra 
feature  to  the  holders.  In  addition  to 
displaying  the  coin  holders  already  in¬ 
serted  into  the  plastic  case,  he  was  in¬ 
cluding  the  low  cost  Polyethylene  Pouch 
without  additional  cost  and  featuring 
the  complete  unit  all  for  the  regular 
price  rather  than  selling  the  pouches 
separately.  This  not  only  gave  the  cus¬ 
tomers  something  extra  for  their  money, 
but  it  also  protected  the  plastic  holders 
from  ‘shop  wear.’  Apparently  seeing  the 
complete  unit  had  a  good  effect  on  the 
sale  of  these  items,  but  there  was  no 
getting  around  it,  the  self  service 
counter  display  was  the  big  feature  that 
was  moving  these  items  so  rapidly. 

Ben  also  mentioned  that  he  had 
wanted  to  put  some  coins  into  a  few  of 
the  holders  or  perhaps  fix  up  a  complete 
set  of  coins  in  the  PlastiClad  to  further 
illustrate  how  nice  a  collection  would 
look  mounted  in  this  type  of  holder.  The 
holders  arc  selling  so  fast,  however,  that 
he  never  did  get  to  it  and  when  I  asked 
why  he  didn’t  do  it  right  now,  he  said, 
“Just  now  I  have  got  to  sit  down  and 
order  some  more  of  these  holders  before 
I  am  completely  sold  out.” 

CURRENT  COINS 

Collectors  frequently  ask  where  and  how 
they  may  obtain  current  sets  of  U.S. 
coins  for  their  collections  and  just  what 
kinds  of  coins  are  available. 

Many  collectors  and  investors  try  to 
obtain  a  set  of  proof  coins  from  the 
mint  each  year.  These  coins  arc  struck 
specially  for  collectors  and  arc  never 
placed  in  circulation.  Each  piece  is 
carefully  struck  so  that  it  has  a  perfect 
mirror-like  finish,  far  suj>erior  to  the 
regular  coins  issued  for  circulation  and 
the  coins  arc  placed  in  individual  pack¬ 
ages  as  soon  as  they  leave  the  press  and 
thus  never  come  in  contact  with  other 
coins.  These  pieces  are  minted  each  year 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  only. 

A  current  set  of  proof  coins,  \C 
through  50c,  may  be  obtained  by  send¬ 
ing  $2.10  to  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  Sixteenth  and 
Spring  Garden  Streets,  Philadelphia  6, 
Pennsylvania. 

Complete  sets  of  the  regular  un¬ 
circulated  coins  are  also  collected  by 
many  hobbyists.  These  coins  arc  in 
beautiful  new  condition  but,  of  course, 
do  not  have  the  high  lustre  of  the  proof 
coins — they  arc  the  ordinary  coins  in¬ 
tended  for  general  circulation.  These 
pieces  are  minted  at  the  Philadelphia 
and  Denver  Mints  each  year,  but  com¬ 
plete  scries  of  coins,  1 C  through  50 (, 
are  not  always  coined  in  every  instance; 


occasionally,  an  oversupply  of  some  par¬ 
ticular  coin  like  the  quarters  would  re¬ 
strict  the  mint  from  coining  them  in  the 
following  year. 

Fortunately  for  collectors,  in  recent 
years  both  of  the  mints  have  coined 
specimens  of  every  denomination  and 
thus  a  beautiful  complete  set  of  these 
coins  can  easily  be  assembled.  A  com¬ 
plete  set  of  the  current  uncirculated 
coins  from  the  Philadelphia  and  Denver 
Mints  may  be  obtained  by  sending  $2.40 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  Office  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

The  government  requests  that  pay¬ 
ment  for  all  of  these  coins  be  made  in 
the  form  of  a  postal  money  order  and 
not  a  personal  check  or  cash. 

COMING  SOON 
MARK 

YOUR  CALENDAR 

You  won’t  want  to  miss  these  profit- 
makers 

“Handbook  of  U.S.  Coins,”  18th  Edi¬ 
tion  (The  Blue  Book)— In  the 
works;  will  be  released  on  schedule, 
August  1,  1960. 

“Standard  Catalogue  of  Canadian 
Coins,”  by  Charlton,  2nd  Edition  — 
Already  in  the  planning  stage;  sched¬ 
uled  for  release  in  October.  I960. 
Bookshelf  acetate  slide  coin  holders— 
Production  problems  and  rigid  qual¬ 
ity  control  has  delayed  this  item  for 
the  past  year.  The  first  albums  should 
be  completed  and  distributed  this 
summer. 

“Check  List  of  U.S.  and  Canadian 
Coins” — 'Phis  handy,  low-priced 

(40^)  reference  check  list  will  prove 
to  be  extremely  popular  with  all  col¬ 
lectors.  July  release  expected;  you 
will  read  all  about  it  in  the  next  edi¬ 
tion  of  this  publication. 

“Royal  Greek  Portrait  Coins,”  by  E.  T. 
Newell — To  be  released  early  in 
1961.  A  reprint  of  this  interesting 
book  originally  published  by  Waytc 
Raymond  in  1937. 

IN  THE 

PLANNING 

STAGE 

“Coins  of  the  Bible,”  by  R.  S.  Yeoman 
—This  is  the  next  booklet  being 
planned  for  the  popular  $1.00  Coin 
Reference  Scries. 

“Commemorative  U.S.  Coins,”  by  Arlic 
Slabaugh — Parts  of  this  have  already 


appeared  in  the  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine.  Publication  in  book 
form  should  make  it  a  ‘standard’  on 
the  subject  for  many  years  to  come. 
“Misstruck  Coins,”  by  Charles  Schc^ 
merhorn — Just  what  we  need! 
complete  and  authoritative  book  on 
mint  errors.  If  I  said  that  this  book 
is  being  planned  because  of  popular 
demand,  it  would  be  the  understate¬ 
ment  of  the  year. 

“The  Fantastic  History  of  the  1804 
Dollars,”  by  Walter  Breen,  Eric  P. 
Newman,  Ken  Brcssctt  and  Lynn 
Glaser — A  monument  of  numismatic 
sleuthing;  this  book  will  tell  a  history 
of  the  U.S.  Mint  so  hard  to  believe 
that  it  must  be  read  by  every  col¬ 
lector  in  America. 

Acetate  tubes  for  rolls  of  coins — still 
awaiting  word  from  the  manufac¬ 
turer.  Will  have  complete  details  for 
you  in  our  next  issue  of  C.  S.  M. 
Several  new  titles  arc  being  planned  for 
the  $1.00  Coin  Reference  Series;  be 
sure  to  carry  an  adequate  supply  of 
all  numbers  now  in  print  and  watch 
for  the  new  editions— your  customers 
will  want  to  have  one  of  each. 

NEW  LOCK-IN 
FEATURE 

The  new  lock-in  feature  used  on  tlu^ 
U.S.  and  Canadian  small  cents  of  the 
Whitman  35 C  holders  has  proved  to  be 
a  happy  solution  for  holding  the  coins 
more  securely  in  the  folders.  Oc¬ 
casionally,  however,  wc  find  a  person 
who  has  overlooked  the  instructions  on 
the  fly  leaf  or  who  has  one  of  the  early 
holders  that  did  not  contain  this  in¬ 
formation  and  they  have  difficulty  in 
placing  their  coins  in  the  folders.  Here 
is  a  little  tip  on  inserting  coins  into  the 
tapered  openings  with  the  lock-in 
feature.  Passing  this  information  on  to 
your  customers  will  be  a  help  to  them 
if  they  seem  to  be  having  difficulty  with 
the  holders. 

Always  be  sure  that  the  lower  edge 
of  the  coin  is  well  under  the  lip  of  the 
coin  folder  surface;  thus  when  you  press 
down  slant-wise  on  the  higher  end,  it 
will  meet  with  less  resistance.  To  protect 
your  fingers,  wc  recommend  that  you 
place  a  napkin  or  handkerchief  over 
the  coin.  This  will  provide  a  firmer  hold 
and  reduce  irritation  on  the  fingers.  An 
added  benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  a 
cloth  of  some  kind  is  that  it  eliminates 
fingerprints  on  the  coins  themselves. 


In  Denver,  a  newspaper  columnist 
tested  an  old  metaphor  and  found  that 
it  takes  exactly  158  one  dollar  bills  to 
choke  a  horse. 


14th  EDITION  GUIDE  BOOKS  READY 


The  publication  of  each  new  edition 
■ft  the  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U  S.  COINS 
"by  R.  S.  Yeoman  is  always  an  anxiously 
awaited  event  and  this  year  has  been  no 
exception.  Coin  collectors,  coin  dealers 
and  hobby  jobbers  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  have  all  been  anticipating  the  re¬ 
lease  of  the  “Red  Book"  for  weeks. 
Nearly  every  collector  in  the  country 
has  come  to  rely  on  the  “Red  Book” 
as  an  accurate  and  completely  up-to- 
date  source  of  information  about  United 
States  coins  as  a  guide  to  their  values 
to  enable  him  to  make  intelligent  pur¬ 
chases  for  his  collection.  In  publishing 
the  book  annually  wc  have  been  able 
to  give  the  collectors  and  dealers  a 
pricing  guide  that  no  other  publisher 
has  been  able  to  duplicate. 

Fortunately,  production  is  right  on 
schedule  and  the  books  arc  already  be¬ 
ing  packaged  for  shipment  on  June  20, 
the  traditional  publication  date.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  orders  totalling  thousands  of 
books  are  carefully  being  processed  right 
now  so  that  all  of  our  jobber  outlets 
will  receive  shipments  at  the  same  time. 


Advance  scheduling  had  to  be  started 
in  February  of  this  year  in  order  to 
meet  our  June  deadline.  In  the  months 


the  very  first  day  of  planning  until  the 
books  arc  actually  delivered  to  your 
stores.  The  first  step  was  to  reserve  a 
high  speed  press  for  the  anticipated 
month-long  printing  run.  Then  the 
proper  amount  of  paper  and  ink  had 
to  be  ordered  sufficiently  in  advance 
so  that  these  enormous  quantities  could 
be  produced  and  delivered  by  the 
manufacturer.  Determining  the  proper 
size  of  each  sheet  of  paper  used  in  print¬ 
ing  the  GUIDE  BOOKS  is  a  very  im¬ 
portant  step.  In  the  normal  production 
of  a  book  of  this  size  several  sixteen  or 
thirty-two  page  forms  would  ordinarily 
be  run  on  a  small  size  press,  resulting  in 
a  book  that  would  cost  many  times  the 
price  that  our  book  sells  for. 

One  of  the  ways  that  wc  have  been 
able  to  keep  the  price  of  the  Red  Book 
the  same  each  year  despite  rising  costs 
in  labor  and  production  is  the  unique 
way  in  which  the  book  is  printed.  An 
extremely  large  press  is  used  and  sixty- 
four  pages  arc  printed  at  one  time  on 
each  sheet  of  paper.  Then  the  sheet  is 
“backed  up”  with  another  sixty-four 
pages  for  a  total  of  128  dilTcrcnt  pages 
this  enormous  sheet.  In  this  manner 
rthe  whole  book  is  printed  on  only  two 
sheets  of  paper.  An  ever-increasing 
number  of  copies  printed  each  year  has 
also  been  a  big  help  in  keeping  the  cost 
at  its  present  amazingly  low  price. 


Our  special  soil  resistant  cover  stock 
is  milled  especially  for  Whitman  and 
has  to  be  ordered  by  the  yard  (of  per¬ 
haps  by  the  mile)  and  then  cut  and 
stamped  on  the  gold  embossing  machine 
with  enough  gold  foil  to  make  any 
coin  collector  sit  up  and  take  notice. 
The  covers  arc  then  fashioned  into  what 
we  call  “cases”  just  in  tunc  to  be  bound 
with  the  inside  of  the  books  which  by 
now  have  been  printed,  folded,  sewed 
and  trimmed  to  the  correct  size.  In 
each  department  the  most  modem  and 
efficient  equipment  is  used  to  assure 
that  production  costs  will  be  kept  to  an 
absolute  minimum  throughout  every 
operation.  Another  important  time 
factor  is  our  constant  quality  control. 

Of  course  before  the  book  ever  goes 
to  press  niany  wjjSeks  of  tedious  work 
are  involved  in^OTcparing  the  copy  so 
that  it  can  dc  scFmto  type.  Everything 
must  be  proofread  and  checked  not 
once  but  several  times  all  along  the 
way.  Electrotype  printing  plates  must 
then  be  made  from  the  type  forms  and 
just  “laying  out”  the  four  sixty-four 
page  printing  forms  takes  an  expert 
“stone  man”  several  days. 

Getting  the  prices  assembled  into 
workable  order  takes  a  good  month 
after  all  of  the  suggested  price  changes 
have  been  submitted  from  our  panel  of 
contributors.  Glenn  Smcdlcy  is  the  man 
in  charge  of  this  department.  His  job 
is  to  average  out  and  tabulate  a 
nightmare-full  of  prices  and  enter  these 
figures  on  a  master  sheet  to  be  used  in 
the  new  edition  of  the  lxx>k.  This  year 
the  final  work  on  the  prices  was  done 
at  a  secret  rendezvous  completely  free 
from  interruptions  and  was  finished  in 
record  time.  The  completed  copy  then 
goes  directly  to  the  typesetter  and  is 
always  carefully  guarded  so  that  not  a 
single  price  is  ever  known  outside  of  this 
office  until  the  books  are  finished  and 
delivered.  Even  the  panel  of  contribu¬ 
tors  who  have  submitted  the  prices  can 
never  know  what  the  final  results  will 
be  after  their  estimates  are  averaged  to¬ 
gether  with  all  of  the  other  prices.  In 
this  manner  the  prices  in  the  GUIDE 
BOOK  each  year  are  a  true  reflection 
of  the  current  market  value  of  the  coins. 

Will  this  year’s  book  be  any  different 
than  die  previous  editions?  Yes!  Just 
wait  until  you  see  all  of  the  improve¬ 
ments.  Of  course  the  basic  purpose  of 
the  book  is  to  list  the  current  market 
value  of  all  United  States  coins — this  is 
the  part  that  collectors  throughout  the 
country  are  so  anxiously  awaiting.  Aside 
from  this,  however,  wc  have  accepted 
a  responsibility  in  making  the  book 
technically  correct  in  every  detail  so 
that  it  can  also  be  used  as  a  standard 
reference  book  on  United  States  coins. 


This  press  ran  continuous!/  during  the  entire  month 
of  April  in  order  to  produce  enough  GUIDE  BOOKS 
to  supply  our  dealers.  Keeping  an  eye  on  the  press 
is  veteran  pressman  Al  Rivers.  Inspecting  a  press 
sheet  ore,  left  to  right,  Pete  Focrster,  production 
manager,  Ken  Bressett,  assistant  editor,  and  R.  S. 
Yeoman,  the  author. 

Adding  the  latest  technical  refine¬ 
ments  each  year  probably  docs  not  seem 
like  much  of  a  job  and  undoubtedly  the 
average  reader  overlooks  most  of  these 
revisions.  Nevertheless,  it  is  nice  to 
know  that  the  books  always  do  con¬ 
tain  up-to-date  changes  and  corrections 
whenever  new  information  is  brought  to 
light  by  numismatic  students. 

The  new  arrangement  of  the  Colonial 
section  will  be  of  considerable  benefit 
to  the  collector  of  these  coins.  The 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Washing¬ 
ton  pieces  have  been  completely  revised 
and  several  new  coins  added.  Our  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  1943  copper  cents  will 
be  of  interest  to  everyone.  Several  new 
columns  have  been  added  throughout 
the  book  to  show  the  prices  of  coins  in 
conditions  that  have  never  been  listed 
before.  A  very  special  new  feature  of 
this  edition  is  the  starred  notation  that 
has  been  added  beside  the  prices  of 
coins  that  arc  of  a  speculative  nature — 
especially  the  coins  that  have  been 
selling  at  higher  prices  when  in  rolls 
than  for  individual  specimens. 

The  coinage  figures  in  the  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  section  have 
been  revised  by  Arlic  Slabaugh  and 
some  new  discoveries  in  the  territorial 
gold  section  have  been  added.  Many 
new  pictures  have  been  used  to  improve 
the  illustrations  throughout  the  book, 
but  perhaps  the  most  noticeable  change 
in  the  book  is  the  addition  of  three  new 
sections  listing  the  coins  of  Alaska, 
Hawaii  and  the  Philippine  Islands. 

All  in  all,  we  feel  that  it  is  the  best 
edition  ever. 


Wkitman  Coin  Reference  Series 


THE  NEWEST 

WHITMAN 

PUBLICATION 


Mew! 
ALASKA’S 
THROUGH  THE 


* 


by  Maurice  Gould 
and  Kenneth  Bressett 


$-JOO 


This  new  Whitman  book  covers  over  200  items  used  as  money 
by  the  Alaskan  natives  and  pioneer  settlers.  Included  are 
trading  tokens,  transportation  tokens,  commemorative  med¬ 
als,  rare  gold  tokens,  and  such  unusual  items  as  seal  skin 
notes,  caribou-teeth  belt  money.  “Bingle”  tokens  and  copper 
plate  money.  A  special  section  is  devoted  to  paper  money 
and  National  Bank  notes. 

Historical  facts  and  descriptions  with  many  stories  about 
the  colorful  Gold  Rush  days  provide  interesting  background 
for  your  study  of  Alaskan  money.  Fully  illustrated  and  num¬ 
bered,  with  up-to-date  valuations.  Flexible  gold  stamt>ed 
cover,  x  5Vi",  48  pages. 


“Alaska’s  Coinage  Through  the  Years” 
by  Maurice  Gould  and  Ken  Bressett  is 
the  newest  entry  in  the  field  of  Whit¬ 
man  Publications.  This  specialized 
booklet  is  uniform  in  size  and  appear¬ 
ance  with  each  of  the  previous  volumes 
in  the  Whitman  Coin  Reference  Series, 
all  of  which  sell  for  $1.  The  book  has 
forty-eight  pages  with  a  flexible  gold 
stamped  cover. 

An  exclusive  feature  of  this  catalog 
is  that  it  contains  complete  listings  and 
illustrations  of  all  of  the  token  money, 
medals,  paper  money,  transportation 
tokens  and  souvenir  gold  pieces  of 
Alaska.  Interesting  background  history 
and  information  al>out  our  forty-ninth 
state  is  also  given  and  up-to-date  valu¬ 
ations  are  placed  on  each  of  the  nearly 
200  different  items  mentioned  in  the 
book. 

Some  of  the  unusual  items  described 
are  the  Russian  American  sealskin 
notes;  caribou  teeth  bell  money;  “Bin¬ 
gle”  tokens,  that  were  issued  by  the 
United  States  Government  in  1935  for 
their  Alaskan  Colonization  project; 
and  huge  copjx*r  plate  money  used  by 
the  Alaskan  natives.  d 

We  feel  that  beginners  as  well  as" 
advanced  collectors  will  be  interested  in 
this  book,  as  it  is  the  only  complete 
work  on  the  subject  of  Alaskan 
numismatics. 


During  the  summer  this  od  will  appear  in  ovary 
loading  numismatic  publication  and  will  be  seen 
by  an  estimated  80,000  collectors. 
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